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WASHINGTON (ONA) --Germany was molded into a nation of unreasoning 
hysterical sue -humans by the demagogy of Adolf Hitler. An interesting 
survey just released bj\tbe Society for the Psychological Study of 
Social Issues points oyt that, unless certain steps are taken, Americans 
may be reduced to so^Kevhat the same 3tate by fears bred from the atom 
bomb. r 

This survey, prepared under the direction of Dr. David/Krech of 'j 
Svathmore College, makes gruesome reading. Pear breeds paralysis and £ 
a 'crippling feeling of Ignorance, impotence and general Insecurity ^ 
may result.” This, in turn, can lead to a search for relief in escapist 
thinking. Quack" scientists will say that the atom bomb is not really 
dangerous, and people will try to believe them. Wishful thinking will 
leed to the belief that there is a defense against atomic bombing, 
regardless of what the atomic scientists 3ay. Ve will revel in the 
fact that only ve have the "secret” and will feel secure in the know- 
ledge that we are building up an ever-increasing stockpile of atom bombs. 

The tragic end of such a course, it Is pointed out, would be help- * 
less inertia in reaching a mature and constructive solution of the pro- 
blem at the very time a solution Is most necessary and most possible*' 
Another alternative to Immature and helpless behavior would be to 
become panicky and destructive. We win then accept, : the survey 

states, "the suppression of freedom of speech, of research, and of 
criticism in our own country because we will have become f spy conscious* 

'**••• *1 • —V— y. ■ - 

and 1 secret consc,iouf 
'nderBtodd fear, we 
national 


* 1 ike the sick patient ridden "by an III- 


reati. to our .safety everywhere. We will 
versal ^o^c^Vptlon, milttafc^.sm, and 
panicky destructive thinking is lust the 


sets the. s t«ge H 


I of' q-A&irf 

International .-ccfcfiL 



According to the survey, the conditions responsible for such 
panicky :>ur art : The confusing policy cf 'secrecy*'; military control 
of atomic energy which emphasizes its destructive aspects; and the 


intense rivalries among nations for access to atomic power. 

Hep-.: is injected by the observation that, although atomic energy 
is developing an international fear psychology, such fear need not be 
necessarily bed. "Human fear releases great psychological energies, M 
the Survey day. "When the source of fear is well understood and a 
constructive solution is seen, these energies serve as powerful supports 
cf v-- 11 -directed efforts to overcome the danger. 

Tr. order to establish the fear which overcomes fear, the Society 
points out that the following things must be done: 

The real danger of the atomic bomb- -the possibility of its use 
in another war- -must be made obvious to all. And it must be made plain 
that there is no military defense for atomic bombing. 

Atomic energy must be placed under international control. The 
3tate Departments Ache son report should be adopted immediately as 
official U.S. policy. 

\tomic bomb production must stop immediately. Such production- 
breeds suspicion internationally end false security domestically. 

On the domestic scene, civilian control of atomic energy must be 
instituted in order to dispel fear cf its military use _nd ;o free 
research for peaceful development. 

The positive, beneficial aspects of atomic energy must be ex- 
plained and developed. "Electricity was once feared, ' 1 the survey shows, 
"because only its destructive manifestation, lightning, was familiar. ' 

These recommendations make up a program similar in many respects 
to what has been advocated by many citizen's groups and by the atomic 
scientists themselves. But no official action by the U.S. Government has 
been forthcoming on any Of these provisions. The Congress has failed to 
grapple with the problem and gives no indication that it will. Under- 
secretary of State Dean Acheson gathered together a group of experts 
and drafted an Imaginative plan for international control; but it was 
tendered only for discussion and not as policy. On the basis of American 
insistence, the United Nations Atomic Energy Commission has repeatedly 
postponed meeting. 


W.A^^-Hlginbotham, chairman of the Federation of -American Scientists, 
stated this week that there are 'at least two major secret weapons in 
existence which scientists believe are potentially as dangerous to 
mankind as the atomic bomb itself.' It 13 becoming plain that the crisis 
of mankind is getting sharper, the need for positive, constructive 
action more urgent. Wer has to be stopped today. 

The psychological survey puts it this way: "No cannon, no airplane, 
no atomic bomb can declare war. Only man can do that. The atomic bomb 
has not plunged the world into an area of the dark and fearful unknown- - 
run's psychology is ^cing that. Just as atomic fission was accomplished 
by cooperative physical research, the fear which it created can and 
must be dispelled by cooperative endeavor." 
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can fcr the psychological eraotts or social issues 


An outside eauroe advlaed in 1939 that tha fSodety fcr the 
PayoholoflAoal Studies of Social Iesue e mi a group within the Amsria 
Paychologioal Aeeociatlon. fhia eourck advised that tha Society had 
recently issued a statement saying that's large rasher of intelligerr 
showed a tendency to be oonvinoed by special Interest . publicity and 
lean toward Fascism* (61-7559-4847 p 9) Wj- 2 San Francisco) 


Vat Hunter G©LI#g« s sew a 

S^^R^^r the Psychological Studies of Social Issues* 4 confidential 
source advised at this time that he mas also a me m ber of the Oeemiunlst 
Party* (Confidential source. 100-33372 serial 1 Sc 3) 

In Kay, 1946, tha Society for the Peyohologioal Studies of Social 
Iaauas released a survey made under the direction of Or* David Ere oh of 
Ssathmore College. This release dealt with fears of tha Aaarioan people 
concerning the atomic bomb and said in parts 


»m order to establish the fear which overoomaa fear, tha 
Society points out that the following thinge must be donei 

•The real danger of the atomic bo mb — t h a possibility of itsVM 
in another war— must be made Obvious to all* And it most bo made plajms 
that there ie no military defense for atomic bombing* jHk 

■Atomic energy must be plaoed tinder international control, ■fma 

State Department'! Acbeaon report should be Adopted immediately as off lei 

' “Atomic bomb production must stop IraedlatelyJF* SuB priduction 

broads suspicion internationally and false security $fee£&aalfyi947 


■On the domestic eoene, civilian control of atemle energy must be 
instituted In order to dispel fear of its military use and to free research 
for peaoeful development. *Z n 
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; ui 7^ e h ri developed* * electricity ms once feared," the survey shove, 'beoauee 
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"These rsoosmendations mad* op a program similar in many rasp* eta 
to what ham been advocated by many dtiaen’s groups and by the atomic 
scientists themselves . But no official action by tbs U* S. Government has 
been forth coming on any of these provision#* The Congress has failed to 
grapple with the problem and gives no Indication that it will* under- 



Secretary of State Dean Aaheson gathered together a group of experts 
and drafted an imaginative plan for international control; but it was 
tendered only for discussion end not as policy* On the basis of American 
insistence, the United Nations Atomic Energy Commission has repeatedly 
postponed meeting* 


"W*. A* Higinbotham, Chairman of the Federation of American Sclent is 
stated this week that there are *at least two major secret weapons in 
existence which scientist* believe are potentially as dangerous to men kind 
as the atomlo bomb itself * 1 It is becoming plain that tbs crisis of — niHnH 
is getting sharper, the need for positive, constructive action mar* urgent* 
Hu* has to be stopped today* J 


The psychological survey puts it this ways ’Mo cannon, no air] 
atomic bomb oan declare war* Only man can do that* The atomic bomb 
not plunged the world into an area of the dark and fearful unknown— 
'a psychology is doing that* Just as atomlo fission was accomplished 
co o p era tive physical research, the fear which it created oan ug^fcust 
lisps Had by cooperative endeavor * fn ( 105 - 9367 - 1 ) 
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to : DIRECTOR, FBI 



OKLAHOMA CITY (100-6806) 


date: 11 / 22/60 




subject: SOCIETY FOR THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 

STUDY OF SOCIAL ISSUES 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and the Los Angeles 
Office are Photostats of a letter to this office from the 
Commander, 11th District, OSI, Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma, 
conta^i^ie^i^^ttached Photostat of a letter dated 8/26/60 
fr^^^ll^^pP^to^the Public Relations Officer, Dyess Air 

The enclosed letter from OSI referred this matter 
to the Oklahoma City Office for investigation in accordance 
with the provisions of the Delimitations Agreement and in the 
event no investigation conducted, requested to be advised if 
objection is interposed to investigation by the OSI in order 
to ascertain the origin, purpose and individuals responsible 
for the survey let ter. 


> 











OSI, Tinker Air Force Base, will be advised 
of this office contain no information concerning 
the Society for the Psychological Study of Soc 
le American Psychological Association. They will be advise 
that the information furnished does not warrant an investigatio 
by this office at this t ime and that anv background investiga- 


ux^Tne 


tion conducted by OSI on 
Los Angeles Office of the' 




should be cleared with the 




OSI will be advised, also, that their request for 
authorization to conduct investigation of the Society for the 
Psychological Study of Social Issues should be made through 
their headquarters office to Bureau headquarters In Washington, 
D. C., since such authorization would involve the relinquish- 
ment of FBI responsibility under the provisions of the 
Delimitations Agreement. IW\ ^ s O 
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A press release by the Council of SPSSI-- 
The Society for the Psychological Study of 
Social Issues 

Release Date: March 28, 1966 


Milton Rokeach 

M.chigan State University AMERICAN INDIFFERENCE TO ATROCITIES ON OUR SIDE 


SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Robert Hefner 
University of Michigan 

GENERAL EDITOR 
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL ISSUES 


• The American people's feeling of sympathy for the victims 
of Viet Cong atrocities is natural and human. It is also one- 
sided. A question that concerns us as psychologists is: why 


Joshua A. Fishman 
Yeshiva University 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 


have so many Americans been complacently unaware of the atrocities 
on our side of the conflict~or if they have been to some extent 


Leonard Berkowitz aware, why have they been only mildly disturbed? Why are they not 

University of Wisconsin 

appalled by the torturing of prisoners and of prisoners' families 

Robert Chin 
Boston University 

that has been widely practiced by our South Vietnamese allies? 

Robert L. Kahn 

University of Michigan And by our own use of That hideous weapon, napalm? 


Harold H. Kelley 
University of California 
Los Angeles 

Nathan Maccoby 
Stanford University 

Thomas F. Pettigrew 
Harvard University 


About the facts themselves there is no question. Competent 
observers have described in detail the water torture, the electric- 
current torture, and other inquisitorial techniques that the 
South Vietnamese troops have frequently used in attempting to get 


Theodore R, Sarbin 
University of California 
Berkeley 

S, Staasfeld Sargent 
Phoenix VA Hospital 


information from prisoners and their families. (See for instance 
Malcolm Browne, The New Face of War , pp. 114-118.) It is reminis- 
cent of Nineteen Eighty-Four , with men on our side playing the role 


Leonard Solomon _ , , , , . 

Boston University • of O'Bnen, the scientific torturer. 


Ralph K. White 

George Washington University 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


As for napalm, a single description by Anthony Carthew, in 
the London Sun , is enough to illustrate the kind of knowledge from 


Caroline Weichlein 
P.O. Box 1248 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 


which most of us in the United States have successfully insulated 
ourselves: 


Phone: 313-7W-2577 
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"I have also seen a napalm victim. This man had caught the full 
ferocity of the napalm bomb's liquid fire. His body had been awash 
with the stuff. From his scalp to the soles of his feet, his skin 
was peeling as if from an obscene suntan. Yet he survived. That is, 
perhaps, the most horrible thing about napalm and white phosphorous: 
though the body is virtually drowned in flame, the victim tends to 
live." 

Compared with this, a quick, clean assassination is merciful. 

The psychological mystery of America's indifference is only deepened 
by the fact that our own military men have taken the position that, on 
balance, torture serves no military purpose. Bernard Fall, a first-rank 
authority oh Vietnam, was amazed by our own troops' ignorance of their obli- 
gations under the Geneva Conventions on the humane treatment of prisoners, 
and, partly as a result of Fall's efforts, an official statement opposing 
torture and stressing its counter-productive character has now been distri- 
buted to our troops. The military case against it has been well stated by 
Anthony Eden, former 3ritish Prime Minister. In the current issue of Foreign 
Affairs he says: 

"The United States should use its influence to the utmost with its 
ally to put an end to any torture of prisoners. This is not only be- 
cause the practice of torture debases those who use it almost as much 
as it is cruel to those who suffer it; it is also not the way to get 
intelligence, except on the shortest view, and it may prolong the war. 

We must expect that the hour will come when the Viet Cong and their 
allies will realize that they cannot win. From that moment the tempta- 
tion to surrender will grow; it could be much encouraged by the knowledge 
that prisoners will be fairly treated in accordance with the rules of 
war. " 

The psychological problem of our unawareness and indifference is also 
highlighted by the fact that the people of other countries are more aware 
of these cruelties than we are. It is significant that the description of 
napalm-burns quoted above appeared in the London-Sun rather than in an 
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American paper. Just as non-Germans were more familiar with the Nazi 
concentration camps and gas chambers than the German people were, so non- 
Americans are probably more familiar with American napalm and South 
Vietnamese torture than Americans are. 

There are probably two reasons for this contrast. One is that there 
appears to be a kind of voluntary self-censorship by most of the American 
correspondents in Saigon; they apparently believe that patriotism requires 
them to set a limit to their reporting of facts that might seem to cast 
discredit on our side of the conflict. There is room for discussion as to 
whether they are right in their view of what patriotism requires. But. be 
that as it may, the people of other countries are not shielded by their cor- 
respondents in the same way; on the contrary, the dramatic character of such 
facts ensures their wide circulation in other countries. 

A more important reason for the special unawareness in American minds, 
probably, is our strong emotional resistance to full perception of facts 
that are profoundly contradictory to our conception of what America stands 
for. Of course we have been exposed to many small bits of the picture. On 
some occasions the uglier facts have broken through and have appeared in 
Life . CBS News, and elsewhere (usually in their more familiar, less horrifying 
forms, such as a woman weeping over her wounded child). The psychologically 
crucial question is what happens then in our minds. Tentatively the process 
can be described as follows; First we become acutely uncomfortable. It 
seems painfully incongruous that our own peaceful, humane America could be 
associated with this sort of thing. Then we discover some acceptable or seem- 
ingly acceptable reason for absolving ourselves from further answers. We 
tell ourselves, perhaps: "This is a new kind of war in which such atrocities 
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on both sides are inevitable." Cr "the Viet Cong's atrocities are .just as 
bad — and, because they are not friendly to Western cameramen, we don't get 
to see pictures of theirs." Or "this kind of thing always occurs in war; if 
we accept and support the war we must accept these things as part of it." 

Or— an uglier thought that we seldom even admit to consciousness— "since 
those Vietnamese are natives with yellow skins, they don't really count." 

Probably each of these — except the last— contains a kernel of truth. 

Yet if we are honest with ourselves and ask some penetrating questions we 
must recognize that each contains also an element of rationalization. No 
one of them, for instance, justifies the .fact that so few Americans have 
clearly asked themselves or their government: is torture (or napalm, or the 
indiscriminate bombing of villages) actually necessary for the efficient con- 
duct of the war? 

In fact, the question of long-run counter-productiveness is a real 
and urgent question with regard to napalm and the indiscriminate bombing 
of villages as well as with regard to torture. What is the effect of such 
methods on our present major effort to "win the hearts and minds of the 
people"? Can we succeed in winning their hearts, even by strenuous efforts 
at social reform, if we have first profoundly embittered them by such tech- 
niques as these? Such questions have a bearing on the wisdom of our entire 
policy in Vietnam, but they can also be asked, specifically and separately, 
about particular methods that we or our allies are now using. 

No doubt the ordinary American citizen, vaguely and fragmentarily 
aware of the cruelties on our side, defends himself by making the vague 
assumption that if cruelties occur they must be necessary. The psychologi- 
cally spectacular fact is that he has not had enough of the milk of human 
kindness — yet— to check on this assumption and try to find out whether it 
is actually true. According to authorities such as Fall and Eden, it very 


often is not 
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At^ishmar 


Joshua A. Fishman 
Yeshiva University / 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

f ' Leonard Berkowitz - 

University of Wisconsin 

Robpj'^Oiin ) 

Boston University ' 


Gentlemen: 

The enclosed news release (release date: March 28) 
has been prepared by the Council of SPSSI~the Society for 
the Psychological Study of Social Issues. 


The Society is a division of the American Psychological 

-Association. SPSSI is a national organization of psychologists 
concerned with the study of political and social issues from / 
a psychological point of view. Its membership is approximate- 


ly 2,000. 
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Robert / L. Kahn I 
Uni versity of Michigan 
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University of California 
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l Ralph K. White 

George Washington University 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Caroline weichlein 
_P.O. Box 124$ 

. University of Michigan^ 

' Ann Arbor, Michigan 18106 


A committee of the Council drafted this relea se: J erome 


^JFrank. (psychiatrist, Johns Hopkins University, .. present President, 
of the Society), HerbertWglman ( Professor of Psychology, j. 

Univ ersity of Michigan, past President of the Society) .^Milton' 

-' > pokeach (Professor of Psychology. Michigan State University. / 
\JPresident-Elect of the Society), and Ralph ffiJhite (Professor 

of Psychology, George Washington University). Others contri-^, 
buted, however, so that our preference would be to have it^^*" 
attributed to the Council as such. < t 

It represents the views of the Council of SPSSI — not the 
Society as a whole, nor the membership of the Society. Nothing 
is implied about agreement of the membership with the views 
expressed in this release. 

Sincerely yours, 




JDF/cw 


Jerome D. Frank, 
President 


M. D. , Ph.D. 


Phone: 3 13-764 -2.177 
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Seattle Post-lntell igencer 
Seattle, Washington 

Dear 

I am a local member of SPSSI. If you wish to talk with 
me about the statement, do call me at LA 3-2600. 

Respectfully, 



ALL FBI INFORMATION' C?TO$ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE £[3 p4 Rv <TfJ<r6M Cfcr 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

AIR FORCE OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


U.S. AIR F ORCE 




HQ AFOSI /SCR ' 2 

500 Duncan Avenue, Room 1009 

Bolling AFB DC 20332-6000 


Reference your 13 July 1994, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Your request, along with documents that originated with the Air 
Force Office of Special Investigations, was referred to us by the Justice Department on 26 
September 1997. We received the documents on 30 September 1997. 

We have conducted a “line-by-line” review of the documents to identify the portions 
that qualify for withholding under FOIA and inserted the applicable FOIA exemption in 

place of the deleted material We have withheld information under exemption “b7C” that 

pertains to the names of former AFOSI personnel and witnesses that were withheld to 
protect their identity and privacy rights. Although the file is more than thirty years old the 
privacy interests of the persons mentioned in this file does not diminish with the passage of 
time. Addresses have also been taken out as they do not pertain to you. The authority for 
this exemption can be found in the United States Code Title 5, Section 552(b)(7)(C). 

As the official responsible for the above actions, if the enclosed information does not 
satisfy your needs, you have the right to file an administrative appeal. Your concerns must 
be made within 60 days from the date of our letter. Please send your appeal to the 
Secretary of the Air Force through HQ AFOSI/'SCR, 500 Duncan Ave, Room 1009, 
Bolling AFB DC 20332-6000. 




“HELPING TO PROTECT A GREAT WAY OF LIFE 


Prior to referral, the FBI has taken exemption “b7C” on various portions of the 
document. The appropriate exemption appears next to the redacted information Should 
you decide to appeal the FBI’s denials, please write to the Co-Director, Office of 
Information and Privacy, U S. Department of Justice, Flag Building, Suite 570, 
Washington DC 20530. 


Sincerely 



Communications and Information Directorate 
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DEPARTMENT op the air force 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON 
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Attn, of: 

SUBJECT: 


HD 24-324- 


(U) Society for the psychological 
of Social Issues 
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Oklahoma, City Field. Office 
Federal 3ureau of Investigation 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 



1. This district office has received a request for investigation 
from the Ccnaarder, Dyes 3 AF3, Texas, predicated upon receipt of 
an unsolicited survey letter requesting data and documentation 
concerning public reaction to rev missile bases. 
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A reproduction of the letter is an at^q^jp ent to 
The letter is attributed to| 

Technical Ser/lces Branch, SyswS - Devero^nent~Ccrpcr^ - 
tion (SEC ) , 2500 Colorado Avenue, Santa Monica, California, aad is 
prepared on SDC stationery under data of 26 August i 960 . 
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3- SDC is a defense contractor's f anility under security cognizance 
of the USAF, and the facility currently holds a va lid To p Secret 
security clearance, granted on 25 September 1957- granted 

a Top Secret security clearance on 25 September 19^^aod van the 
subject of a favorable background investigation conducted by CSI in 
1956. 




4-. ^3 advised that. 

1 anhm^T.H -In cnnrjrtWyi tVi a USAF appTCTV^^^ 

qr official business of the company, but vas prepared by^^H^ts a 
■aecntxr of the Societj^fcr the psychological Study of 3oc±s^^s»ue* 
(described a division of the American psychological 

Association ) . 
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that prepared seme one h undr ed (ICO) letters, ujiiAg SEC 

stationery and secretarial assistance , and that sizte en (16) of the 
letters J^^^eej^Doated through the SEC ml 11 room before the matter 

attention. 



:er a^i3ed than he returned the balance of the 
Ter 3 instructed not to uae SEC stationery; 

and suggested that ^^^Vre- write the letter sc that the United 
States Air Force vouffoaot be mentioned. 
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7 • The Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issues has net 
been cited as a subversive organisation in current: listings compiled 
by c cape cent authorities; however , Che organization waa named in an 
unidentified and unlaced listing ex' ’’ Organizations acd Publications 


Having r .^.atrT-'. ax , Mad, a nd P^c^^^T^^iings ' . There arc several 
references Co r in activities with aunveraive 

organizations i^a^^Sc?: of Representatives 

Ccsnattee on Uh- American Activities (HCUA); however, the 5CUA 
references have net been identified, as referring to the anchor of 


instant survey letter. 


8. This aether is being referred to your agency for investigation 
in accordance with previsions of the Delimitations A g re emen t. It is 
requested that this district office be advised of ycur decision at 
the earliest practicable date. In the event you feel that the in- 
formation in this case dees net -warrant investigation by ycur agency 
at this time, it is requested that you advise if objection is inter- 
posed to investigation by the CSX in order to provide the requesting 
USA? ccaaemder with information concerning the origin, purpose, and 
individuals responsible for the survey letter. 


9. This letter Is classified COH7H3EfTIAl by authority of ATS 205-1 
to protect counterintelligence investigative information, the un- 
authorized disclosure of which could be prejudicial to the defease 
interest* of the nation. 
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As shown 


Copies to: DQ C6I (AJCSI-CC 24-7591) 
Det 1110 
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